
Key words: ovarian carcinoma, scle-
rosing encapsulating peritonitis.

Correspondence to: Tal Grenader, De-

partment of Oncology, Shaare Zedek

Medical Center, P.O. Box 3235,

Jerusalem 91031, Israel.

Tel +972-2-6555361;

fax +972-2-6555080;

email talgrenader65@hotmail.com

Received December 21, 2011;

accepted April 18, 2012.

Abdominal cocoon: a potential pitfall in patients
with ovarian carcinoma
Rut Isacson¹, Amiel Segal¹, Joseph Alberton², Constantin Reinus³,
Alon Schwarz², and Tal Grenader¹

1Department of Oncology, 2Department of Surgery, and ³Department of Pathology, Shaare Zedek Medical
Center, Jerusalem, Israel

ABSTRACT

Background. Abdominal cocoon, or sclerosing encapsulating peritonitis, is a rare
condition characterized by partial or total encasement of small bowel and mesentery
by a thick fibrocollagenous sack that looks like a cocoon. Within the sack, bowel loops
are drawn together causing intestinal obstruction.

Case presentation. We report on a 57-year-old female patient who developed a very
unusual complication of ovarian cancer: abdominal cocoon formation.

Conclusions. This report highlights the need for a timely diagnosis of sclerosing en-
capsulating peritonitis in cancer patients.
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